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Thank You To The Businesses
This publication is made available through the generous advertising sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout our newsletter.

We wish to encourage your patronage of these establishments; they play a substantial role in the economic vitality of our community.

This Community Newsletter is produced for the
East Rockhill Township by Hometown Press

215.257.1500 • All rights reserved®

To Place An Ad Call Denise At Hometown Press • 267-966-1338 • DeniseOfHTP@yahoo.com
Content provided by SHADYWOOD COMMUNICATIONS • 267-772-0740

CONTEMPORARY GARDEN SUPPLY

401 EAST CALLOWHILL STREET • PERKASIE • 215-453-0900

FREE

DESIGN

Full Installation of Landscaping, Hardscaping & Ponds

GET MORE VALUE
FOR YOUR MONEY!

Allied Waste offers TWICE A WEEK
trash collection in 

Bucks & Montgomery Counties

NEW Online Payment Options! Sign up TODAY to pay your bill on line & receive
ONE MONTH FREE!

Go Paperless & Go Green! Call 21.723.0400 to Learn How It works!

www.Alliedwastebucksmont.com

Sign up for 

On-Line Bill Pay

and SAVE!

EXCELLENT
QUALITY AT

REASONABLE
PRICES

Open 7 Days
a Week

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm

Sat: 8am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

EXCELLENT
QUALITY AT

REASONABLE
PRICES

Open 7 Days
a Week

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm

Sat: 8am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

87 NORTH MAIN STREET

SELLERSVILLE, PA 18960
(215) 257-4622

www.steeleyfuneralhome.com

When John Cressman was elected to the Board of Supervisors in 1987, the Township road crew
owned exactly one truck  “We depended on a lot of outside contractors,” recalled Cressman,

who recently announced he would not seek re-election to another six-year term on the board. “There
were no standards as far as how we did things. Everyone just did what they thought was right.”

During Cressman’s tenure, the township has come a long way, not just by expanding its fleet of
vehicles but in putting together a municipal infrastructure that is efficient in the face of economic
challenges while remaining responsive to the needs of residents. “I’m proud of the fact that we have
a good, functioning township,” said Cressman. 

Ever since he drew the top spot on the ballot the first time he ran against Ed Charles, Cressman
says he has tried to represent the best interests of all township residents. A strong proponent of
preserving the Mood’s Covered Bridge after it was damaged by a truck, vandalized by arsonists,
Cressman says he knows some people are still upset by the decision to make Blooming Glen Road
one-way.  “But we haven’t had any accidents since then,” he said with a chuckle. 

continued on page 3

Police Station Building Update

Despite setbacks caused by harsh winter weather, the new headquarters for the Pennridge Regional
Police Department is on target for an October completion. “It’s coming together,” said Project

Manager Ben Botti.

Located on three acres along Ridge Road next to the Comcast building in West Rockhill, the
7,500-square-foot facility will feature secure jail cells, ample storage, updated technology and an
environmentally friendly geothermal heating system.

For the past decade, the department has operated out of a converted farmhouse and adjacent modular
trailer. Officers often take prisoners to neighboring Perkasie for processing because the farmhouse does
not have a secure holding cell. Pennridge Regional police patrol East and West Rockhill, and its
three-member police commission is comprised of supervisors from both municipalities.

As of mid-April, the
basement had been dug and
concrete footings poured. The
building itself is modular and
is being constructed off-site.
Botti said he expects delivery
in late May or early June.

"There's a solid need for a
new building; the old farmhouse
is not adequate to run a proper
police department," said East
Rockhill Supervisor Jim
Nietupski, who serves on the
police commission. "After eight
years in the planning, this
project is now a reality."

Workers are prepping the site for the 
Pennridge Regional Police Department’s new headquarters.

AFTER 24 YEARS, CRESSMAN TO LEAVE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

John Cressman



Bernard Suess
Funeral Home, Inc.
606 Arch Street, Perkasie, PA

215-257-2144

Jeffery F. Gahman, Supervisor
Bernard H. Suess, Funeral Director

Stephen L. Reutlinger, Funeral Director

Funeral Pre-Planning & Pre-Financing
Cremation Services & Casket Selection Room

Considerate, Respectful and Honest
Service When You Need It The Most

An individual with a neurologic impairment,
especially a traumatic brain injury, is the focus of

Success Rehabilitation’s programs.

Our goal is to help clients obtain a realistic, 
maximum level of independent functioning in the

least restrictive community environment ~ one that
advances individual productivity and well-being.
Success Rehabilitation’s CARF-accredited, 
cost-effective brain injury programs include:
• Residential Rehabilitation
• Long-term Residential Rehabilitation
• Vocational Services
For the rehabilitation needs of your clients with  a 
traumatic brain injury, call:

Phone 215.538.3488 • Fax 215.538.8692
email: success@successrehab.com

web: www.successrehab.com

5666 Clymer Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

$100 OFF
($1000 or more)

Present coupon before repairs.
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 9/15/11.

$50 Gas Card
(FOR ANY INSURANCE REPAIR)

Present coupon before repairs.
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 9/15/11.

A Complete Tree and Landscaping Service
FULLY INSURED • REASONABLE RATES

215-257-7650
126 Reller Road • Green Lane, PA 18054

STEPHEN REDDING
Arborist

www.happytreeltd.com PICK UP OR DELIVERY  Monday~Saturday  Sellersville
Our Professional Uniformed Staff Working For You Since 1985!

HOMEOWNERS ~ LANDSCAPERS ~ COMMERCIAL ~ MUNICIPAL

TOPSOILTOPSOIL

215-453-9900

~ Screened or Course 
~ Fill Dirt 
~ Mushroom Soil
~ Mushroom Soil Mix 
~ Landscape Products

~ Deco Stone
~ Driveway Stone 
~ 5 Varieties of Mulch
~ Estimating

www.jktopsoil.com

10% OFF orders
of 5 yards or more!

Present at delivery. 
Expires 12.15.11

Care & Share
Thrift  Shoppes
“Where every purchase 
is a gift to the world.”

www.careandshareshoppes.org

Clothing • Furniture • Variety • Books • Outlet

783 Route 113
Souderton Center

Souderton, PA

215-723-0315
Hours: Mon-Thu 10-5

Fri 10-8 • Sat 10-5

FREE
Furniture
Donation
Pickups!

Call

about

McELHARES SERVICE CENTER
215-257-2726
93 S. Main St.

(Main & Park Ave.)
Sellersville, PA 18960

Hunter Four Wheel Alignment • Inspections
New Emissions • General Repairs

Brakes • Mastercraft Tires & Most Major Brands 

Since 1956 Auto Repair
Service

Mastercraft Tires
Birthday Parties ~ Ladies Nights ~ Summer Camps

215-257-2632
214 S. 4th Street, Unit #1, Perkasie, PA 18944

www.stardustceramics.com • stardustceramics@aol.com

PAINT YOUR OWN 
POTTERY STUDIO

Bolton’s Farm Market
RAISED ON OUR FARM    ALL NATURAL

www.boltonfarmmarket.com
Route 113, Silverdale, PA 18962     215-257-6047

TURKEYS    CHICKEN
BEEF

TURKEY PRODUCTS
QUALITY PRODUCE 

IN SEASON

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 6:00
Sat 9:30 - 5:00
Closed Sundays
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East Rockhill Township Contact Information
1622 N. Ridge Road, Perkasie, PA 18944

Telephone: 215-257-9156 • Fax: 215-257-1299 • www.eastrockhilltownship.org
Board of Supervisers:
John R. Cressman, Chair
Gary W. Volovnik, Vice-Chair
Jim C. Nietupski, Member
Meetings:
The Board of Supervisors: Work
Sessions are the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. and Regular
Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Work
Sessions are the 1st Thursday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. and Regular
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board:
meetings are scheduled as needed
UCC Joint Appeal Board: 
Second Wednesday of month 
as needed at 7 p.m.
Recreation Committee:
4th Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m., as needed

Administrative Staff:
Township Manager: Anne W. Klepfer
Township Secretary/Treasurer: 

Anne W. Klepfer
Assistant to the Manager:

Marianne K. Morano
Building Inspector & Zoning Officer:

Michael Gardner
Public Works Director: Jeff Scholl
Email Addresses:
staff@eastrockhilltownship.org
inspector@eastrockhilltownship.org
works@eastrockhilltownship.org
manager@eastrockhilltownship.org

Pennridge Regional Police
Department:
1027 Ridge Road
Sellersville, PA 18960
Non Emergency Telephone:
215-257-5104
Emergency Telephone: 911
Tax Collector: Kathleen Percetti;
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 68, Perkasie, PA 18944
Telephone: 215-453-8866
Office Address: 2037 Hill Road,
Sellersville, PA 18960

Administrative Office: Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm,
215-257-9156
Road and Public Services: Monday
through Friday from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm,
215-257-9156

Building and Zoning: Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
215-257-9156
Police Emergency: 24 Hours – 911
Police Non-Emergency: 215-257-5104
Fire Emergency: 911
Tax Collector: 215-453-8866

• Subdivision • Storm Drainage
• Site Development
• Floodplain Analysis
• Railroad Engineer ing
• Highway & Br idge Design

211 West Broad Street
Q uaker town, PA  18951

TEL:  (215) 536-7336
FA X:  (215) 536-5361

C. Robert Wynn, P.E.
President

CRESSMAN TO LEAVE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (continued from cover)

Preserving open space has been one of Cressman’s top priorities. Along with the late Willard Markey, Cressman put together a
comprehensive open space preservation plan 25 years ago that allowed East Rockhill to become the first municipality to tap into
Bucks County’s Open Space Fund. “That spirit has continued,” he said. “We’ve worked hard to preserve a goodly amount of land
in the township. In the beginning we made the mistake of thinking we had to own everything. We can conserve land and leave it
in private ownership.” Cressman said he hopes Township residents will remember him as an official who listened carefully to their
thoughts and suggestions before making decisions.  “I’ve always tried to make things work for people,” he said. “I tried to give
them solutions.”

Describing him as “a big brother who helps keep me in line most of the time,” Supervisor Gary Volovnik said Cressman typically
approached each township issue with one or more questions: “How do we get this done?” “How do we help?” and “Tell me what
we need to do.” 

BRIDGE
RENOVATION
COMPLETE

Workers this spring wrapped up the Sheard’s Mill
Bridge makeover. Township officials hoped to

repair some of the deteriorating walls of the bridge, plus
apply a fire-retardant material. But because the bids
came in under budget, all of the wooden walls will be
replaced. 

Situated on the border between East Rockhill and
Haycock Townships, the bridge crosses Tohickon Creek
just up stream from Lake Nockamixon. Built in 1835 the
bridge was named after David Sheard, owner of the
nearby mill.

Sheard’s Mill Bridge Renovated

OFFICE HOURS & PHONE NUMBERS

The third application to the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection was

successful!  East Rockhill Township’s persistence
was rewarded with a Growing Greener grant for
$88,250 for the redesign and reconstruction of the
5th Street Stormwater Basin. An additional
matching grant of $32,750 from the Bucks County
Open Space Program was endorsed by the Bucks
County Open Space Board.  

The project consists of re-designing and
reconstructing, to current DEP Best Management
Design Standards, an existing storm water
management detention basin located in open space
that was dedicated to East Rockhill Township when
the Pines at Pennridge II was developed in 1996.   

The proposed project will deliver a redesigned
and constructed detention basin with constructed
wetlands consistent with DEP design standards.
The new basin will be planted with native vegetation to provide a
diverse ecosystem designed to treat storm water runoff.  A nature
viewing station will be created to provide access to environmental
science students and the public.

The goal of the project is to reduce and mitigate non-point
pollution from salts and sediments from public streets and fertilizers,
herbicides and pesticides from residential and agricultural areas

within the contributing drainage area that drain
from the basin into the East Branch of the Perkiomen
Creek.   Studies show that properly designed wet
detention basins can remove 80 percent of the
suspended solids in suburban run-off.  Additionally,
the potential for groundwater recharge will be
enhanced and flood mitigation along the East Branch
of the Perkiomen Creek will be improved.    

The project will reduce the amount of annual
mowing and maintenance needed and will provide
visual contrast in the landscape as well.   Healthy
naturalized systems provide habitat to many
mosquito predators including Dragonflies,
Damselflies, Water Striders, Backswimmers and
Predacious Diving Beetles.   Also, eliminating regular
mowing of the edge of the basin for a minimum of
5-10 feet and allowing vegetation to grow to a height
of 24-30 inches is recommended not only because
the vegetation acts like a filter reducing nutrients

and other pollutants, but also because the vegetation will deter use of
the facility by unwanted geese through the physical and visual
barrier.   

For more information on stormwater management please visit the
East Rockhill Township Stormwater Management page at
http://www.eastrockhilltownship.org/stormwater.html.

Growing Greener Grant Received  

CURRENT CONDITIONS

MATURE OUTCOME

All municipalities in Bucks County, including East Rockhill Township, are reviewing draft panels for the
updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs). These maps are developed by FEMA/ Department of Homeland

Security using available information from Flood Insurance studies, USGS topographic information and other
hydrologic studies to describe and delineate flood zones in the township. This information will be used to
determine areas where development is restricted, and properties that may need – or no longer need -- flood
insurance.

Updating these flood maps is a lengthy process involving technical review of the areas around streams, review and comment by citizens
and municipalities, and the adoption of the new maps as part of an amendment of the Township’s Floodplain Ordinance. FEMA officials
are estimating that the new floodplain map and ordinance will not be finally adopted until late 2011 or early 2012.

East Rockhill Township will have a copy of a map with both the current floodplain and the proposed floodplain shown. The Township
will also have contact information and a CD with information about the federal Flood Insurance Program available at the municipal building.

Coming Soon - New Floodplain Mapping
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Now that the nice weather has arrived, residents will begin the ritual of trimming, pruning and
planting. The question is always the same: what should I do with all this yard waste?

Since 2007, East Rockhill has provided curbside collection of yard waste and leaf recycling
requirements imposed by the Department of Environmental Protection under Act 101 of 1988 and
Act 140 of 2006. 

Spring yard waste collection is scheduled by district with no registration required. The 2011
Spring Program is as follows:

• District I: Collection south of and including Ridge Road during the week of Memorial
Day: Tuesday, May 31 and Wednesday, June 1

• District II: Collection north of Ridge Road during the week of Memorial Day: Thursday, June 2 and Friday, June 3

A few important reminders about the program:
• Have your yard waste out by the curb by 7 a.m. of the first day of your collection
• Leaves or grass clippings are NOT permitted; tree branches and brush only
• Place tree limbs and branches in neat piles at the edge of the road or driveway 
• Branches are limited to 4-6 feet in length and no greater than 5 inches in circumference 
• Piles for pick-up are limited to 4 feet wide, 4 feet high, and 6 feet long. 
• Please be patient – it may take several days to complete collections throughout the Township.

If you miss the curbside collection or have additional yard waste, the East Rockhill Township Drop-off Center is open Monday through
Saturday from 6am to 9pm and Sunday from 6am to 1pm for township residents only; commercial landscapers are not permitted. The center
is monitored electronically and violators will be prosecuted.

Having tried it both with bags and without, the Township is now asking that no bags be deposited with the leaf and yard waste. 

SPRING YARD WASTE COLLECTION: Week of May 30

REMINDER ABOUT TRASH AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION

PRIVATE COLLECTION
Those who do not live within the trash district must arrange
for trash pick-up with a private hauler approved by the state
Department of Environmental Protection. Trash haulers in
East Rockhill Township must provide both trash and
comingled recycling collection as part of the normal
collection fee. They also must provide at least one collection
each of leaves and garden materials, tree trimmings, and
Christmas trees. The following are known trash haulers
working within the township. A listing here does not imply
an endorsement by East Rockhill Township. If you feel a
company is missing, please contact the township.

States Acts 101 and 140 requires municipalities with more than 5,000 residents to require
every resident to have solid waste collection and participate in a recycling program that

includes leaf and yard waste. The acts also require that all commercial, institutional and
municipal establishments have waste and recycling service that includes leaf and yard waste.

East Rockhill Township is a mandated community and must be in compliance to receive state aid and grant funding.  Residents,
businesses and institutions not in compliance and/or caught illegally dumping are subject to fines and penalties enforced by East
Rockhill Township.

THE EAST ROCKHILL TOWNSHIP 
RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING CENTER 

The Residential Recycling Center is open for all East Rockhill
Township residents.  Located at 1622 N. Ridge Road behind the
municipal building, the center accepts: paper, cardboard, glass
and plastic bottles, and other residential plastics. A yard waste
container is available for non-commercial resident use;
however, during peak times of the year it is often full or being
emptied.  If you plan to come during business hours, the
Township recommends calling ahead. PLEASE, NO LOGS OR
TREE STUMPS. 

SINGLE-HAULER TRASH DISTRICT
The trash district, Pines at Pennridge I & II and Cedarbrook
Crossing, receives trash service through a township-bid single
hauler contract. The current contract is with Allied Waste and
includes weekly collection of trash and recycling and optional
Christmas tree collection and monthly yard waste collection
(pay per bag). The current contract runs through the end of
2011. Allied Waste can be contacted at 215-723-0400.

Allied Waste - 215-723-0400
www.republicservices.com/allied.html

Ches-Mont - 610-584-5450
www.chesmont.com

J.P. Mascaro - 215-721-1600
www.jpmascaro.com

Waste Management
1-800-869-5566
www.wm.com

G&C Waste Services
610-313-9710

www.gcwaste.com

The area’s District Court had its territory expanded recently, increasing the court’s
coverage area to include Trumbauersville Borough and Milford Township.

Effective September 1, 2010, all State Police activity in those two municipalities is now
being handled by the Perkasie District Court.  The move was made to relieve the
Quakertown District Court of covering those communities. With all the apartments,
businesses and shopping centers in the Quakertown-Richland Township area, their court
was overburdened with cases.

As a result of the move, Perkasie Court’s numbers increased 25 percent, from 3,600 cases in 2009 to 4,500 for 2010. The biggest increase,
as anticipated, came in the motor vehicle caseload, which rose from 2,233 cases in 2009 to 3,083 in 2010. “Our veteran and dedicated staff
have been able to handle the increased caseload without problem,” said Judge Baum, now in his sixth year on the job. The Perkasie court
also covers Perkasie and Sellersville boroughs, East and West Rockhill townships and the Bucks County side of Telford Borough.  The district
court is located in the Re-Max building (first floor) at Seventh and Market streets in downtown Perkasie, across from the town clock.

In 2010 the court also saw an increased use of video arraignments, allowing police departments and courts to utilize video technology for
arraigning defendants rather than transporting them back and forth. The change enhances security and allows officers to get back on the
street quicker following arrests.

Increased use of technology will again be a highlight this year, as all Bucks County courts will be converted to a new statewide computer
system in late March.  Additional changes under way will impact the night and weekend on-call system for the county courts, which will
allow for one MDJ court to cover the entire county at certain preset times.  One other change that took place on January 22, 2011 was an
increase in civil lawsuit maximums to be heard by local district judges, from $8,000 to $12,000.

The Perkasie court receives the majority of its citations and criminal complaints from four local police departments: Perkasie Borough
Police, Pennridge Regional Police, Telford Borough Police and Pennsylvania State Police Dublin Barracks. For most citizens, this “grass
roots” level of the commonwealth court system is often the only court that residents will ever encounter.

District judges handle cases in five basic areas: criminal; traffic; non-traffic (such as disorderly conduct, municipal ordinance violations,
state game citations, school truancies, etc.); civil and landlord-tenant lawsuits; and miscellaneous matters such as search warrants, marriages
and emergency protection from abuse orders.

In criminal cases, judges advise defendants of their rights, determine their bail and hold preliminary hearings to determine if cases should
be bound over for trial in county court.

Couples seeking to be married may apply for their marriage license at our court. I was honored to have performed more than 75 marriages
in my courtroom last year.

Our court is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Our telephone number is 215-257-5181 (fax 215-257-5190). No offense—but here’s
hoping we don’t need to see you in court this year!

LOCAL DISTRICT COURT
EXPANDS TERRITORY
By Charles W. Baum, District Judge, 07-2-03

District Justice Charles H. Baum

SELECT PROPERTIES CONDITIONAL USE HEARING UPDATE

Five hearings have been held on Select Properties’ Conditional Use application for its plan to build a 193-unit
development on 65 acres between Old Bethlehem Pike and Hill Road.

A sixth hearing is scheduled for May 26 at Pennridge High School. The developer wants to build 86 single-family
and 107 townhouses on the property.

For more information, including evidence that has been presented at the hearings, visit the township website
(eastrockhilltownship.org).



512

JOST
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, LLC.

Serving Bucks & Montgomery Counties
Quality you can afford, Reliability you can trust

Sales • Service• Installations • Maintenance
Water Heaters • Solar Attic Fans

Residential / Commercial • FREE Estimates

215-257-1125
FINANCING

AVAILABLE

Pa. Lic.# 8146

Sponsored by the Bucks County Board of Commissioners, this annual effort is your
opportunity to safely dispose of household hazardous waste and old computer

equipment. Since the program started in 1998, more than 50,000 county residents have
kept more than 4.7 million pounds hazardous materials from going to landfills.

Please take advantage of this service, which is provided free of charge to county
residents.  You can take your materials to any of the collection sites.

Here are the dates for 2011: 
(UPPER BUCKS) -- June 18: Upper Bucks County Technical School, 3115 Ridge Road, Bedminster Township 
(CENTRAL BUCKS) -- July 23: Central Bucks South High School (pending CB School Board approval), 1100 Folly Road,

Warrington Township
(UPPER BUCKS) -- August 6: Quakertown Community High School, 600 Park Avenue, Quakertown Borough
(LOWER BUCKS) -- August 27: Bucks County Technical School, 610 Wistar Road, Bristol Township 

This program is a community service to the residents of Bucks County ONLY and is not open to businesses, institutions or
industry.

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS
• Paint Products: oil-based paint, paint thinner, turpentine, shellac, stains and varnish, furniture stripper and

finisher, wallpaper cement.
• Automotive Products: grease and rust solvents, fuel additives, motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, carburetor cleaners,

transmission/brake fluid, lead acid batteries.
• Outdoor Products: swimming pool chemicals, weed killers, septic tank degreasers, asphalt sealers, caulking

compounds, joint compounds, roof cements, rodent poison.
• Household Products: drain/oven cleaners, rug cleaners, kerosene, toilet bowl cleaners, adhesives/solvents,

mothballs/flakes, spot removers, dry cleaning fluid, wood and metal cleaners.
• Electronic Equipment: CRT monitors, CPUs, cameras, cell phones, fax machines, scanners/printers, television

sets (30 inches and smaller), computer peripherals.

ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE
• Latex Paint (it’s not hazardous; dispose in trash after it is dried out completely)
• Alkaline Batteries (they are not hazardous – dispose in trash if made after 1996)
• Appliances/White Goods: contact your trash hauler to schedule a pick up)
• Explosives and Ammunition: contact your local police department or the Montgomery County Bomb Squad

(610-278-3331)
• Tires: bring to a County Tire Collection Event or call 610-278-3618 for additional options
• Infectious or Medical Waste
• Radioactive Waste
• Asbestos
• Air Conditioners, De-Humidifiers, Refrigerators: contact your trash hauler to schedule a pick up or call

610-278-3618 for more information. For working refrigerators, contact PECO at 1-888-5-PECO-SAVE

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
& Old Computer Collection Program

Certificates of Insurance & Workman’s Comp
TREE CARE

Tree Pruning/Removal
Stump Grinding

Insect/Disease Control
Deep Root Fertilization

Cabling/Bracing

LAWN CARE

Tailored Turf Care
Fertilization

Weed Control
Seedling & Renovation
Insect/Disease Control

215 257 9425
215 822 6192

www.bairs treeservice.com

PENNRIDGE REGIONAL SENIOR CENTER NEWS

The Pennridge Community Senior Center in Silverdale has entertaining events planned
for 2011! You can participate in any of the activities, regardless of age. All residents

55 years and older are invited to join the Center. 

DINNER DANCES
Come and join us for the following dances, and dance or listen to these great live Bands. All dinner buffets are served from 6-7 p.m.

with dancing from 7-10 p.m. Be sure to put the dances on your calendar. The second Friday night of each month we will be dancing!

Singles and couples are welcomed. Membership is not required!
Dinner & Dance is $18 per person. Dance only is $10. Buffet reservations are required. For tickets and information call 215-453-7027.

The SPRING LOTTERY to benefit your Senior Center is now available. Call Ebby Schirmer at 215-257-7695 for tickets. You can
also call Ebby for Dinner Dance reservations. Ebby Schirmer (does East Rockhill have someone we can mention) is your West
Rockhill Township representative on the Pennridge Community Senior Center Advisory Board.

B U S  T R I P S
Wildwood, N.J. - September 6-10, 2011

Art Museum of Philadelphia - to be announced

M U LT I - D AY  T R I P S
Shades of Ireland - March 10-19, 2011
Hawaii Cruise - November 5-12, 2011

Please call 215-453-7027 for trip details!

The Pennridge Regional Senior Center, on Route 113 in Silverdale, is a great resource for fun, affordable
activities in the Pennridge community.  Many day and evening classes and programs are offered including:
art and exercise classes, line dancing, the new “Zumba,” Tai Chi, computer instruction, billiards, and bingo.
Please call 215-453-7027 for more information or to receive a newsletter.

Picnic Dinner Dance - June 10: The Blue Notes
Summer Sizzler Dinner Dance - July 8: The Blue Notes
Beach Party Dinner Dance - August 12: Kevin Kelton

Autumn Daze Dinner Dance – September 9: The Blue Notes

Fall Ball - October 14: Kevin Kelton
Harvest Dinner Dance - November 11: The Blue Notes
Holiday Dinner Dance - December 9: The Blue Notes
New Year's Eve Party - December 31: to be announced
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STEEL BRIDGE RE-OPENS

Township and Bucks County Officials celebrated the re-opening of the Iron
Bridge on Branch Road. They took full advantage of the sunny weather on

February 18 to have a ribbon-cutting ceremony and dedication of the newly
reconstructed bridge. 

Bucks County Bridge No. 239 is known locally as "the Iron Bridge." It was
built in 1954 and was closed in July 2010 for rehabilitation. It services more
than 400 cars a day and is an important west-to-east conveyor.

RESIDENTS NEED TO BE CAREFUL WITH WATER SUPPLY

The rainy spring probably doesn’t have many people thinking about drought. But the fact is it will
take only one prolonged dry spell this summer to stress the region’s water supply.

That’s what happened last July, when residents along Schwenkmill Road, near Deibler Elementary
School, found their wells running dry. The Perkasie Borough Authority responded by installing a
$90,000 public water line and gave residents the option of connecting to it. “The bottom line is it didn’t
rain from April until September,” said PBA Manager Gary Winton. “All of the homes that were affected
on Schwenkmill Road sit on top of a hill, just below the school. With no recharge, they just ran out of
water.”  Under normal conditions, even if it doesn’t rain for a while, the upper reaches stay charged,
said Winton. Last year, because it was so dry for so long, they just drew down their wells, said Winton.

Supervisor John Cressman said residents have to realize that water is not an unlimited resource. In addition to conserving the
water supply, care must be taken to ensure it is not contaminated by things like over-fertilization and dumping waste oil into storm
sewers, he said. “We have the best water in the world,” he said. “But we need to be careful what we do with it. We should be taking
really good care of it.”

To avoid the same thing from happening, residents need to be more “water wise” during prolonged dry spells, said Winton.
Topping off swimming pools, and watering lawns and gardens will increase the possibility of a well going dry, he said. Winton
suggested residents visit the PBA website (perkasieauthority.org) for tips about how to conserve water.

Coming this fall is an Arcadia Publication called East and West Rockhill Townships.  The book
will cover both Townships. Brenda Phelan is in charge of this project. We have been collecting

old pictures and information to be featured in the book. 

Although the deadline has passed for the published book, there is such a wealth of history that
needs to be preserved about the Rockhills. So if you have any old pictures (they will be scanned and
given back), stories, or information that you would like to share please contact us: West Rockhill
Historical Society P.O. Box 282, Sellersville, PA 18960. 

Our programs, planned by Ebby Schirmer, continue to be quite informative. We visited Richland
Library Company, one of the oldest libraries in Pennsylvania located on South Main Street in
Quakertown. If anyone is interested in local genealogy, this is a good place to go.

In October, Keith Schaffer of the Berks County Association for Graveyard Preservation entertained us with his stories and experiences.
Mr. Schaffer is also a member of the American Society of Dowsers, which elicited a number of questions from the audience.

November’s program was about HABS (Historic American Building Survey), a WPA (Works Progress Administration) program
presented by Kathryn Auerbach, a noted Bucks County historian and instructor at Bucks County Community College. Working as a
team, the HABS class learns how to take architectural measurements of historic buildings, which are then rendered as drawings on mylar
and sent to the Library of Congress. Two years ago, a BCCC Class set of drawings of “Best Farm-Stone Barn on the Monancy Battlefield”
in Fredrick, MD, won first place for the coveted Peterson Award. If you like architecture, using a ruler, and enjoy working with people,
do take advantage of this program and contact BCCC.  You don’t have to be an artist!

Of course, in December, we were once more entertained by the one and only Emil Klinger and his talented family. Somehow, the
December festivities just don’t seem complete without hearing Emil sing “I’m My Own Grandpa.” At this meeting, the name of raffle
winner for a wood-turned bowl by Norris White was announced. Congratulations Mike Flagg! Norris has volunteered another piece to
be to raffled in the future.

Bruce Savitz’s talk about the events that happened on the Homestead Camp property was given at the January 2011 meeting. A
number of members recalled childhood memories in association with this Camp.

As spring-cleaning rolls around, the income tax season is over and you need to find a place to get safely get rid of all your confidential
papers. Please think of the Mobil Shredder rolling into West Rockhill Township. On Saturday, May 14, the Historical Society will host
the fourth Annual Shredder Event—see the ad elsewhere in this newsletter for times.  A mobile shredder truck, provided by Richter’s
Office Supplies, permits residents to watch as their old documents are safely turned into 100-percent recycled material.  This event is
designed to help township residents protect themselves and support the Historical Society.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the history of West Rockhill Township. Members can participate as “active” or
“contributing” members. Annual dues are $10 payable each September ($15 for a Family Membership); however, membership is
encouraged at any time during the year.  We meet on the second Monday of the month at the West Rockhill Township Building, and
all are welcomed.

West Rockhill Historical Society News

cut along this line

WEST ROCKHILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Date:  ____________________

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________ Email:  ___________________________________

Individual $10.00 ______________

Family      $15.00 ______________

Total amount enclosed ______________

Make check payable to:
West Rockhill Historical Society (non profit group)

Return money and this receipt to:
West Rockhill Historical Society

PO Box 282 • Sellersville, PA 18960-3004

The Perkasie Fire Company provides a number of essential services for the residents of East Rockhill Township. In addition to
responding to fire calls from it substation adjacent to the township building, the PFC volunteers also are first-responders to

medical emergencies. Its Unit 26 rescue truck is equipped with basic life-saving equipment, including an automatic external
defibrillator (AED), and is staffed by First Aid-, CPR-, and AED-trained members, including a certified Pennsylvania Department
of Health First Responder or Emergency Medical Technician.

When a 9-1-1 call for cardiac or respiratory arrest or choking is placed, Perkasie Fire Company's Unit 26 will be dispatched along
with the nearest available ambulance. If Unit 26 arrives first on the scene, first responders will be able to begin emergency medical
treatment before the ambulance arrives.

Please take the time to support the valuable work done by these dedicated volunteers by participating in these fundraising events:

PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY CARNIVAL –
June 28 through July 2 in Lake Lenape Park,
across from the Constitution Square shopping
center. June 29 is Cruz Night (from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m.) and June 30 is Family Night (buy one
bracelet and get unlimited rides all night).

BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER - June 19, 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the
firehouse at 5th & Arch Streets in Perkasie. The menu includes eggs,
pancakes, sausage, bacon, scrapple, home fries, onions and mushrooms.
The cost is $6.50 adults and $3 for children ages 4-12. Kids 3 and under eat
for free. (There are no breakfasts during July & August; they will resume in
September on the third Sunday of each month through the end of the year.) 

APPLIANCE AND SCRAP METAL BENEFIT - Do you have any old household appliances or other scrap metal lying around?  Sure
you do, don’t we all?  The Perkasie Fire Company will be accepting these items for free and recycling them in an environmentally
friendly way. The collection site will be open this year from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the fourth Saturday of each month through November
26.  It will be held at Schoeller’s Inc., 419 S. 5th Street in Perkasie (across from Menlo Park). Any appliances with refrigerants,
(refrigerators, freezers, air-conditioners, dehumidifiers, etc.) will be accepted for a small donation of $30 to properly remove the
potentially harmful chemical.

For more information about the Perkasie Fire Co. and its fundraising activities, visit perkasiefd.org.

SUPPORT THE PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY
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If gold coins fell from the sky, would you collect them in trashcans and throw them away? Of course not! But
that is exactly what we do when it rains. Stormwater may be a nuisance or occasionally a hazard but it should

never be treated like trash! It is actually a precious resource.

Many of our communities depend on well water for day-to-day water needs. Even communities with public
water supplies often use deep wells as their water source. On average, a household in our region uses about 75
gallons of water per person per day. Multiply 75 gallons by the number of folks in your community and you begin
to realize the amount of water we use everyday.

Groundwater is replaced in the local aquifers by the rain and snowmelt that seeps into the ground. The process of infiltration can take
thousands of years to develop an abundant and clean water supply. In fact, infiltration of rain and snowmelt into the ground is the only way to
recharge our groundwater supplies, but too often we treat our precipitation like trash – rushing it away from our properties and communities
as fast as possible. The result – a greater chance for depleted wells and water supplies, especially during periods of drought.

East Rockhill Township is among a group of municipalities in the Perkiomen Creek watershed, known as the Perkiomen MS4 Partnership,
that are working together to address portions of the state’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) regulations by helping communities
and property managers identify ways to improve their stormwater management techniques and treat stormwater with… well, with more respect!

The Perkiomen MS4 Partnership is a collaboration of municipalities in Montgomery, Bucks, Lehigh and Berks Counties and the Perkiomen
Watershed Conservancy. In addition to East Rockhill, current municipal partners include Colebrookdale Borough, East Greenville Borough,
Franconia Township Hilltown Township, Lansdale Borough, Lower Pottsgrove Township, Lower Providence Township, Lower Salford Township,
Marlborough Township, New Hanover Township, Perkasie Borough, Perkiomen Township, Salford Township, Schwenksville Borough,
Sellersville Borough, Upper Milford Township, Upper Salford Township, Washington Township, West Rockhill Township and Worcester
Township. The Perkiomen MS4 Partnership is focusing on private property management because a growing number of property owners are now
responsible for privately held stormwater management systems. Stormwater basins and swales are vital components of these systems but their
functions often are misunderstood, even by well-meaning property managers. Improper maintenance of stormwater systems can lead to flooding
problems and water quality issues as well as problems for groundwater supplies throughout the region.

Updated state and federal guidelines no longer recommend flushing stormwater into the nearest waterway or detention basin as quickly as
possible. The standard mown grass storm basin may help limit localized flooding, but these traditional basins actually degrade water quality and
waste water that should be recharging local groundwater supplies. Stormwater can also cause devastating physical impacts to streams by flushing
lawn chemicals, liquids that drip from vehicles and wash off parking lots and roads, pet and animal wastes into local waterways. Individual
property owners can do a great deal to improve stormwater run-off and protect water quality in local streams as well as water supplies in our
communities. 

Homeowners’ associations (HOA’s) or owners of privately managed stormwater facilities can obtain updated information about managing large
community stormwater systems by contacting the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy or their local municipal Perkiomen MS4 Partner.
Throughout 2011, the Conservancy will be available to meet with HOA representatives or other large property managers to discuss current
stormwater management techniques, options for improving water quality and increasing recharge to local groundwater supplies. The 2011
Perkiomen MS4 Partnership will also focus on helping residential property owners learn about rain gardens and how every yard can help
replenish local water supplies.

The State Department of Environmental Protection initiated the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program to promote greater
understanding of stormwater as a valuable resource and to improve overall stormwater management practices. If you are interested in learning
more, please contact Crystal Gilchrist at the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy at 610/287-9383 or check the website
www.perkiomenwatershed.org.

PERKIOMEN CREEK COMMUNITIES
WORKING TOGETHER ON STORMWATER ISSUES

Effective January 1, 2012 East Rockhill Township has contracted with a new tax
collection agency to collect the Earned Income Tax and the Local Services Tax.

This is in accordance with Act 32 of 2008 created by the Bucks County Tax
Collection District and the Bucks County Tax Collection Committee.  

The committee has appointed Keystone Tax Collection Group (“Keystone”) to
serve as the tax collection district committee tax collector.  Please contact Keystone
at 724-978-0312 if you have any questions.  

Bucks Employers Find Help With New Law

Most Bucks County area employers should have received a very important packet of
information affecting local community and school district employment taxes for 2011.  As part
of the sweeping tax law changes brought upon by Act 32, the school districts and
municipalities of the Bucks County tax collection district selected Keystone Collections Group
as the new countywide earned income tax collector beginning in 2012.  Due to significant cost
savings, most Bucks County local governments and school districts decided to transition to
Keystone in 2011, earlier than the new law requires.  Pennridge and East Rockhill Township
did not.  Implementation will begin in January 2012.

To assist employers in the transition to new local tax withholding requirements, Keystone mailed information to employers along
with new tax forms and on-line filing instructions.  The new tax collector provided a series of instructional seminars for business
leaders throughout Bucks County, and set up a special toll free hotline to help employers through the on-line filing process.  The
toll-free business hotline is 1-888-328-0558. Keystone provides all the necessary forms, links to information and payroll
instructions for business owners on its website at www.keystonecollects.com. 

“We’ve made it easy for businesses to comply with the new requirements,” said Joe Lazzaro, Keystone VP.  “The on-line
INTERNET portal saves the business owner both time and money.  All of the information is there.”  “The web interface is
user-friendly, “ said Tom Butts, Keystone Director of Community Services.  “Businesses can electronically submit withholding
information, file returns and even make tax payments.  The web system is paperless and simple for business.”

With more than 25 years in the tax collection industry, Keystone Collections Group offers fully automated tax collection services
driven by cutting-edge technology, in addition to years of legal and accounting expertise.  For more information, visit
www.keystonecollects.com

New Tax Collection Agency

1918 Old Bethlehem Pike
Sellersville, PA
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You may read about them in the newspaper or see them along local roads, plowing snow in the
winter or patching potholes in the spring.

They’re your township supervisors and staff, and while it’s possible that you don’t know their
names, these public servants show up each and every day with one goal in mind: to build a better
community for you, your family, and your  neighbors.

And as Pennsylvania prepares to celebrate Local Government Week, April 11-15, now is the
perfect opportunity for you to get a better understanding of the critical role your township and its
officials play in the commonwealth’s governing system.

Established to be a direct reflection and representation of the people who live there, townships
are places where residents — when they choose to — have a voice in what happens, where every
expenditure is scrutinized, and where services  don’t exceed what the community needs or can
afford. In other words, townships are full-service, grassroots-driven communities overseen by your
neighbors, who are dedicated to meeting the specific needs of residents while keeping taxes in
check.

A system that makes sense

Since its inception, Pennsylvania has had three levels of government: state, county, and local. This system, which the
Founding Fathers based on a division of labor, made sense then and makes even more sense now.

In fact, the commonwealth’s governing system is a lot like a telescope. Open it wide and you’ll see the state’s
big-picture view. Narrow the focus a bit and you’ve got the county’s regional perspective. Narrow the focus even more
and you’ll see what townships see: the local side of things. And each of these levels of government has distinct duties,
priorities, and responsibilities. In the early days, for instance, township supervisors primarily oversaw the
maintenance of local roads. And while this continues to be one of their top priorities, township supervisors today
have many more responsibilities. 

Jacks of all trades, township supervisors in the 21st century are hands-on local leaders who must  be
well-schooled in a wide range of complex issues, such as land use management, budgeting, transportation
planning, and environmental concerns. And because they live and may even work in the communities they
represent, township supervisors are on call around the clock. In fact, it’s not unusual for supervisors to field
phone calls from residents during dinner and to plow roads  at night and into the early hours of the morning.

Township supervisors hold public meetings at least once a month where they discuss the issues and make
the decisions that have the most impact on you and your neighbors. Guided by the township budget, your
elected officials spend  considerable time weighing the best use of local tax dollars and finding ways to stretch
them to build new parks, pave roads, improve public safety, encourage business development, and take on
other projects to better the community.

Trust in townships

Under the law, township residents have the right to address the board of supervisors about matters before it.
When deciding on a course of action, the supervisors weigh your concerns, along with their responsibilities under
state and federal laws. 

Just imagine, though, what it would be like if your township didn’t exist and your community was managed by
a larger, centralized government, possibly at the county level. Under this scenario, which has been proposed in
Harrisburg, you would not be able to turn to a neighbor for help. Instead, you would have to approach a more
distant board of elected leaders — some of whom may be familiar with your community, some of whom may not —
and compete against a much larger pool of individuals to get your voice heard and needs met.  In addition to
competing against these larger populations and cities for attention, you would also be competing against them for
money. Local democracy, as you know it, would be lost and replaced with a bigger, not better, way of governing. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Are What Townships Are All About

Does this really make sense for the commonwealth? Not according to the polls,
where Pennsylvanians have consistently given high marks to townships and their
local government counterparts.

For instance, more than 2,800 people participated in a study by the Allegheny
Forum, which collects feedback on municipal government and services, and nearly
half, or 47 percent, said they trusted their township, city, and borough officials to
make the best taxing and spending decisions.  Far fewer said they would trust their
county (27 percent) or the state (26 percent).

The findings were similar in a telephone survey conducted by Susquehanna Polling
& Research, a Harrisburg-based public opinion polling firm. This study indicated that
Pennsylvanians had more faith and confidence in local government (27 percent) than
in state (12 percent), federal (15 percent), or county government (11 percent).

A critical layer

Township government isn’t just another layer of government. It’s the critical layer,
one that represents you and your neighbors, lives within its budget, and provides the
services you’ve asked for — nothing more and nothing less.

So as Local Government Week draws near, take a look around your township and
realize that all the good things you see — the parks, the well-maintained roads, and

the safe environment to raise a family — are possible because your local leaders had a vision and turned
it into a reality. These things are possible, too, because you asked for them and are willing to pay for them.

TAKEOUT QUOTE: “Township government isn’t just another layer of government. It’s the
critical layer, one that represents you and your neighbors, lives within its budget, and
provides the services you’ve asked for — nothing more and nothing less.”

EAST ROCKHILL TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Sign-Up to Receive Township eNewsletter
Want to have the latest East Rockhill Township news conveniently delivered right to your

inbox? It’s fast, easy and FREE!

Just go to eastrockhilltownship.org and subscribe to eNews, our award-winning eNewsletter. Provide your
email address and we’ll start sending you our periodic electronic newsletter to bridge the gap between these
printed newsletters.  You’ll get timely updates on important issues, notifications of community events, and
other information you need to know. Sign up today for your East Rockhill Township eNewsletter. 
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If gold coins fell from the sky, would you collect them in trashcans and throw them away? Of course not! But
that is exactly what we do when it rains. Stormwater may be a nuisance or occasionally a hazard but it should

never be treated like trash! It is actually a precious resource.

Many of our communities depend on well water for day-to-day water needs. Even communities with public
water supplies often use deep wells as their water source. On average, a household in our region uses about 75
gallons of water per person per day. Multiply 75 gallons by the number of folks in your community and you begin
to realize the amount of water we use everyday.

Groundwater is replaced in the local aquifers by the rain and snowmelt that seeps into the ground. The process of infiltration can take
thousands of years to develop an abundant and clean water supply. In fact, infiltration of rain and snowmelt into the ground is the only way to
recharge our groundwater supplies, but too often we treat our precipitation like trash – rushing it away from our properties and communities
as fast as possible. The result – a greater chance for depleted wells and water supplies, especially during periods of drought.

East Rockhill Township is among a group of municipalities in the Perkiomen Creek watershed, known as the Perkiomen MS4 Partnership,
that are working together to address portions of the state’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) regulations by helping communities
and property managers identify ways to improve their stormwater management techniques and treat stormwater with… well, with more respect!

The Perkiomen MS4 Partnership is a collaboration of municipalities in Montgomery, Bucks, Lehigh and Berks Counties and the Perkiomen
Watershed Conservancy. In addition to East Rockhill, current municipal partners include Colebrookdale Borough, East Greenville Borough,
Franconia Township Hilltown Township, Lansdale Borough, Lower Pottsgrove Township, Lower Providence Township, Lower Salford Township,
Marlborough Township, New Hanover Township, Perkasie Borough, Perkiomen Township, Salford Township, Schwenksville Borough,
Sellersville Borough, Upper Milford Township, Upper Salford Township, Washington Township, West Rockhill Township and Worcester
Township. The Perkiomen MS4 Partnership is focusing on private property management because a growing number of property owners are now
responsible for privately held stormwater management systems. Stormwater basins and swales are vital components of these systems but their
functions often are misunderstood, even by well-meaning property managers. Improper maintenance of stormwater systems can lead to flooding
problems and water quality issues as well as problems for groundwater supplies throughout the region.

Updated state and federal guidelines no longer recommend flushing stormwater into the nearest waterway or detention basin as quickly as
possible. The standard mown grass storm basin may help limit localized flooding, but these traditional basins actually degrade water quality and
waste water that should be recharging local groundwater supplies. Stormwater can also cause devastating physical impacts to streams by flushing
lawn chemicals, liquids that drip from vehicles and wash off parking lots and roads, pet and animal wastes into local waterways. Individual
property owners can do a great deal to improve stormwater run-off and protect water quality in local streams as well as water supplies in our
communities. 

Homeowners’ associations (HOA’s) or owners of privately managed stormwater facilities can obtain updated information about managing large
community stormwater systems by contacting the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy or their local municipal Perkiomen MS4 Partner.
Throughout 2011, the Conservancy will be available to meet with HOA representatives or other large property managers to discuss current
stormwater management techniques, options for improving water quality and increasing recharge to local groundwater supplies. The 2011
Perkiomen MS4 Partnership will also focus on helping residential property owners learn about rain gardens and how every yard can help
replenish local water supplies.

The State Department of Environmental Protection initiated the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program to promote greater
understanding of stormwater as a valuable resource and to improve overall stormwater management practices. If you are interested in learning
more, please contact Crystal Gilchrist at the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy at 610/287-9383 or check the website
www.perkiomenwatershed.org.

PERKIOMEN CREEK COMMUNITIES
WORKING TOGETHER ON STORMWATER ISSUES

Effective January 1, 2012 East Rockhill Township has contracted with a new tax
collection agency to collect the Earned Income Tax and the Local Services Tax.

This is in accordance with Act 32 of 2008 created by the Bucks County Tax
Collection District and the Bucks County Tax Collection Committee.  

The committee has appointed Keystone Tax Collection Group (“Keystone”) to
serve as the tax collection district committee tax collector.  Please contact Keystone
at 724-978-0312 if you have any questions.  

Bucks Employers Find Help With New Law

Most Bucks County area employers should have received a very important packet of
information affecting local community and school district employment taxes for 2011.  As part
of the sweeping tax law changes brought upon by Act 32, the school districts and
municipalities of the Bucks County tax collection district selected Keystone Collections Group
as the new countywide earned income tax collector beginning in 2012.  Due to significant cost
savings, most Bucks County local governments and school districts decided to transition to
Keystone in 2011, earlier than the new law requires.  Pennridge and East Rockhill Township
did not.  Implementation will begin in January 2012.

To assist employers in the transition to new local tax withholding requirements, Keystone mailed information to employers along
with new tax forms and on-line filing instructions.  The new tax collector provided a series of instructional seminars for business
leaders throughout Bucks County, and set up a special toll free hotline to help employers through the on-line filing process.  The
toll-free business hotline is 1-888-328-0558. Keystone provides all the necessary forms, links to information and payroll
instructions for business owners on its website at www.keystonecollects.com. 

“We’ve made it easy for businesses to comply with the new requirements,” said Joe Lazzaro, Keystone VP.  “The on-line
INTERNET portal saves the business owner both time and money.  All of the information is there.”  “The web interface is
user-friendly, “ said Tom Butts, Keystone Director of Community Services.  “Businesses can electronically submit withholding
information, file returns and even make tax payments.  The web system is paperless and simple for business.”

With more than 25 years in the tax collection industry, Keystone Collections Group offers fully automated tax collection services
driven by cutting-edge technology, in addition to years of legal and accounting expertise.  For more information, visit
www.keystonecollects.com

New Tax Collection Agency

1918 Old Bethlehem Pike
Sellersville, PA

215-453-0667
Mowing • Maintenance
Materials • Excavation

Septic Systems • Paving

10% OFF
Asphalt
Paving* *New clients

only. With this
WRT newsletter
coupon. Cannot

be combined
with other
offers. Exp

5/31/11.

We delivery
mulch, top
soil and
stone to

you!
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STEEL BRIDGE RE-OPENS

Township and Bucks County Officials celebrated the re-opening of the Iron
Bridge on Branch Road. They took full advantage of the sunny weather on

February 18 to have a ribbon-cutting ceremony and dedication of the newly
reconstructed bridge. 

Bucks County Bridge No. 239 is known locally as "the Iron Bridge." It was
built in 1954 and was closed in July 2010 for rehabilitation. It services more
than 400 cars a day and is an important west-to-east conveyor.

RESIDENTS NEED TO BE CAREFUL WITH WATER SUPPLY

The rainy spring probably doesn’t have many people thinking about drought. But the fact is it will
take only one prolonged dry spell this summer to stress the region’s water supply.

That’s what happened last July, when residents along Schwenkmill Road, near Deibler Elementary
School, found their wells running dry. The Perkasie Borough Authority responded by installing a
$90,000 public water line and gave residents the option of connecting to it. “The bottom line is it didn’t
rain from April until September,” said PBA Manager Gary Winton. “All of the homes that were affected
on Schwenkmill Road sit on top of a hill, just below the school. With no recharge, they just ran out of
water.”  Under normal conditions, even if it doesn’t rain for a while, the upper reaches stay charged,
said Winton. Last year, because it was so dry for so long, they just drew down their wells, said Winton.

Supervisor John Cressman said residents have to realize that water is not an unlimited resource. In addition to conserving the
water supply, care must be taken to ensure it is not contaminated by things like over-fertilization and dumping waste oil into storm
sewers, he said. “We have the best water in the world,” he said. “But we need to be careful what we do with it. We should be taking
really good care of it.”

To avoid the same thing from happening, residents need to be more “water wise” during prolonged dry spells, said Winton.
Topping off swimming pools, and watering lawns and gardens will increase the possibility of a well going dry, he said. Winton
suggested residents visit the PBA website (perkasieauthority.org) for tips about how to conserve water.

Coming this fall is an Arcadia Publication called East and West Rockhill Townships.  The book
will cover both Townships. Brenda Phelan is in charge of this project. We have been collecting

old pictures and information to be featured in the book. 

Although the deadline has passed for the published book, there is such a wealth of history that
needs to be preserved about the Rockhills. So if you have any old pictures (they will be scanned and
given back), stories, or information that you would like to share please contact us: West Rockhill
Historical Society P.O. Box 282, Sellersville, PA 18960. 

Our programs, planned by Ebby Schirmer, continue to be quite informative. We visited Richland
Library Company, one of the oldest libraries in Pennsylvania located on South Main Street in
Quakertown. If anyone is interested in local genealogy, this is a good place to go.

In October, Keith Schaffer of the Berks County Association for Graveyard Preservation entertained us with his stories and experiences.
Mr. Schaffer is also a member of the American Society of Dowsers, which elicited a number of questions from the audience.

November’s program was about HABS (Historic American Building Survey), a WPA (Works Progress Administration) program
presented by Kathryn Auerbach, a noted Bucks County historian and instructor at Bucks County Community College. Working as a
team, the HABS class learns how to take architectural measurements of historic buildings, which are then rendered as drawings on mylar
and sent to the Library of Congress. Two years ago, a BCCC Class set of drawings of “Best Farm-Stone Barn on the Monancy Battlefield”
in Fredrick, MD, won first place for the coveted Peterson Award. If you like architecture, using a ruler, and enjoy working with people,
do take advantage of this program and contact BCCC.  You don’t have to be an artist!

Of course, in December, we were once more entertained by the one and only Emil Klinger and his talented family. Somehow, the
December festivities just don’t seem complete without hearing Emil sing “I’m My Own Grandpa.” At this meeting, the name of raffle
winner for a wood-turned bowl by Norris White was announced. Congratulations Mike Flagg! Norris has volunteered another piece to
be to raffled in the future.

Bruce Savitz’s talk about the events that happened on the Homestead Camp property was given at the January 2011 meeting. A
number of members recalled childhood memories in association with this Camp.

As spring-cleaning rolls around, the income tax season is over and you need to find a place to get safely get rid of all your confidential
papers. Please think of the Mobil Shredder rolling into West Rockhill Township. On Saturday, May 14, the Historical Society will host
the fourth Annual Shredder Event—see the ad elsewhere in this newsletter for times.  A mobile shredder truck, provided by Richter’s
Office Supplies, permits residents to watch as their old documents are safely turned into 100-percent recycled material.  This event is
designed to help township residents protect themselves and support the Historical Society.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the history of West Rockhill Township. Members can participate as “active” or
“contributing” members. Annual dues are $10 payable each September ($15 for a Family Membership); however, membership is
encouraged at any time during the year.  We meet on the second Monday of the month at the West Rockhill Township Building, and
all are welcomed.

West Rockhill Historical Society News

cut along this line

WEST ROCKHILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Date:  ____________________

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________ Email:  ___________________________________

Individual $10.00 ______________

Family      $15.00 ______________

Total amount enclosed ______________

Make check payable to:
West Rockhill Historical Society (non profit group)

Return money and this receipt to:
West Rockhill Historical Society

PO Box 282 • Sellersville, PA 18960-3004

The Perkasie Fire Company provides a number of essential services for the residents of East Rockhill Township. In addition to
responding to fire calls from it substation adjacent to the township building, the PFC volunteers also are first-responders to

medical emergencies. Its Unit 26 rescue truck is equipped with basic life-saving equipment, including an automatic external
defibrillator (AED), and is staffed by First Aid-, CPR-, and AED-trained members, including a certified Pennsylvania Department
of Health First Responder or Emergency Medical Technician.

When a 9-1-1 call for cardiac or respiratory arrest or choking is placed, Perkasie Fire Company's Unit 26 will be dispatched along
with the nearest available ambulance. If Unit 26 arrives first on the scene, first responders will be able to begin emergency medical
treatment before the ambulance arrives.

Please take the time to support the valuable work done by these dedicated volunteers by participating in these fundraising events:

PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY CARNIVAL –
June 28 through July 2 in Lake Lenape Park,
across from the Constitution Square shopping
center. June 29 is Cruz Night (from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m.) and June 30 is Family Night (buy one
bracelet and get unlimited rides all night).

BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER - June 19, 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the
firehouse at 5th & Arch Streets in Perkasie. The menu includes eggs,
pancakes, sausage, bacon, scrapple, home fries, onions and mushrooms.
The cost is $6.50 adults and $3 for children ages 4-12. Kids 3 and under eat
for free. (There are no breakfasts during July & August; they will resume in
September on the third Sunday of each month through the end of the year.) 

APPLIANCE AND SCRAP METAL BENEFIT - Do you have any old household appliances or other scrap metal lying around?  Sure
you do, don’t we all?  The Perkasie Fire Company will be accepting these items for free and recycling them in an environmentally
friendly way. The collection site will be open this year from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the fourth Saturday of each month through November
26.  It will be held at Schoeller’s Inc., 419 S. 5th Street in Perkasie (across from Menlo Park). Any appliances with refrigerants,
(refrigerators, freezers, air-conditioners, dehumidifiers, etc.) will be accepted for a small donation of $30 to properly remove the
potentially harmful chemical.

For more information about the Perkasie Fire Co. and its fundraising activities, visit perkasiefd.org.

SUPPORT THE PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY
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JOST
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, LLC.

Serving Bucks & Montgomery Counties
Quality you can afford, Reliability you can trust

Sales • Service• Installations • Maintenance
Water Heaters • Solar Attic Fans

Residential / Commercial • FREE Estimates

215-257-1125
FINANCING

AVAILABLE

Pa. Lic.# 8146

Sponsored by the Bucks County Board of Commissioners, this annual effort is your
opportunity to safely dispose of household hazardous waste and old computer

equipment. Since the program started in 1998, more than 50,000 county residents have
kept more than 4.7 million pounds hazardous materials from going to landfills.

Please take advantage of this service, which is provided free of charge to county
residents.  You can take your materials to any of the collection sites.

Here are the dates for 2011: 
(UPPER BUCKS) -- June 18: Upper Bucks County Technical School, 3115 Ridge Road, Bedminster Township 
(CENTRAL BUCKS) -- July 23: Central Bucks South High School (pending CB School Board approval), 1100 Folly Road,

Warrington Township
(UPPER BUCKS) -- August 6: Quakertown Community High School, 600 Park Avenue, Quakertown Borough
(LOWER BUCKS) -- August 27: Bucks County Technical School, 610 Wistar Road, Bristol Township 

This program is a community service to the residents of Bucks County ONLY and is not open to businesses, institutions or
industry.

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS
• Paint Products: oil-based paint, paint thinner, turpentine, shellac, stains and varnish, furniture stripper and

finisher, wallpaper cement.
• Automotive Products: grease and rust solvents, fuel additives, motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, carburetor cleaners,

transmission/brake fluid, lead acid batteries.
• Outdoor Products: swimming pool chemicals, weed killers, septic tank degreasers, asphalt sealers, caulking

compounds, joint compounds, roof cements, rodent poison.
• Household Products: drain/oven cleaners, rug cleaners, kerosene, toilet bowl cleaners, adhesives/solvents,

mothballs/flakes, spot removers, dry cleaning fluid, wood and metal cleaners.
• Electronic Equipment: CRT monitors, CPUs, cameras, cell phones, fax machines, scanners/printers, television

sets (30 inches and smaller), computer peripherals.

ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE
• Latex Paint (it’s not hazardous; dispose in trash after it is dried out completely)
• Alkaline Batteries (they are not hazardous – dispose in trash if made after 1996)
• Appliances/White Goods: contact your trash hauler to schedule a pick up)
• Explosives and Ammunition: contact your local police department or the Montgomery County Bomb Squad

(610-278-3331)
• Tires: bring to a County Tire Collection Event or call 610-278-3618 for additional options
• Infectious or Medical Waste
• Radioactive Waste
• Asbestos
• Air Conditioners, De-Humidifiers, Refrigerators: contact your trash hauler to schedule a pick up or call

610-278-3618 for more information. For working refrigerators, contact PECO at 1-888-5-PECO-SAVE

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
& Old Computer Collection Program

Certificates of Insurance & Workman’s Comp
TREE CARE

Tree Pruning/Removal
Stump Grinding

Insect/Disease Control
Deep Root Fertilization

Cabling/Bracing

LAWN CARE

Tailored Turf Care
Fertilization

Weed Control
Seedling & Renovation
Insect/Disease Control

215 257 9425
215 822 6192

www.bairs treeservice.com

PENNRIDGE REGIONAL SENIOR CENTER NEWS

The Pennridge Community Senior Center in Silverdale has entertaining events planned
for 2011! You can participate in any of the activities, regardless of age. All residents

55 years and older are invited to join the Center. 

DINNER DANCES
Come and join us for the following dances, and dance or listen to these great live Bands. All dinner buffets are served from 6-7 p.m.

with dancing from 7-10 p.m. Be sure to put the dances on your calendar. The second Friday night of each month we will be dancing!

Singles and couples are welcomed. Membership is not required!
Dinner & Dance is $18 per person. Dance only is $10. Buffet reservations are required. For tickets and information call 215-453-7027.

The SPRING LOTTERY to benefit your Senior Center is now available. Call Ebby Schirmer at 215-257-7695 for tickets. You can
also call Ebby for Dinner Dance reservations. Ebby Schirmer (does East Rockhill have someone we can mention) is your West
Rockhill Township representative on the Pennridge Community Senior Center Advisory Board.

B U S  T R I P S
Wildwood, N.J. - September 6-10, 2011

Art Museum of Philadelphia - to be announced

M U LT I - D AY  T R I P S
Shades of Ireland - March 10-19, 2011
Hawaii Cruise - November 5-12, 2011

Please call 215-453-7027 for trip details!

The Pennridge Regional Senior Center, on Route 113 in Silverdale, is a great resource for fun, affordable
activities in the Pennridge community.  Many day and evening classes and programs are offered including:
art and exercise classes, line dancing, the new “Zumba,” Tai Chi, computer instruction, billiards, and bingo.
Please call 215-453-7027 for more information or to receive a newsletter.

Picnic Dinner Dance - June 10: The Blue Notes
Summer Sizzler Dinner Dance - July 8: The Blue Notes
Beach Party Dinner Dance - August 12: Kevin Kelton

Autumn Daze Dinner Dance – September 9: The Blue Notes

Fall Ball - October 14: Kevin Kelton
Harvest Dinner Dance - November 11: The Blue Notes
Holiday Dinner Dance - December 9: The Blue Notes
New Year's Eve Party - December 31: to be announced
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Now that the nice weather has arrived, residents will begin the ritual of trimming, pruning and
planting. The question is always the same: what should I do with all this yard waste?

Since 2007, East Rockhill has provided curbside collection of yard waste and leaf recycling
requirements imposed by the Department of Environmental Protection under Act 101 of 1988 and
Act 140 of 2006. 

Spring yard waste collection is scheduled by district with no registration required. The 2011
Spring Program is as follows:

• District I: Collection south of and including Ridge Road during the week of Memorial
Day: Tuesday, May 31 and Wednesday, June 1

• District II: Collection north of Ridge Road during the week of Memorial Day: Thursday, June 2 and Friday, June 3

A few important reminders about the program:
• Have your yard waste out by the curb by 7 a.m. of the first day of your collection
• Leaves or grass clippings are NOT permitted; tree branches and brush only
• Place tree limbs and branches in neat piles at the edge of the road or driveway 
• Branches are limited to 4-6 feet in length and no greater than 5 inches in circumference 
• Piles for pick-up are limited to 4 feet wide, 4 feet high, and 6 feet long. 
• Please be patient – it may take several days to complete collections throughout the Township.

If you miss the curbside collection or have additional yard waste, the East Rockhill Township Drop-off Center is open Monday through
Saturday from 6am to 9pm and Sunday from 6am to 1pm for township residents only; commercial landscapers are not permitted. The center
is monitored electronically and violators will be prosecuted.

Having tried it both with bags and without, the Township is now asking that no bags be deposited with the leaf and yard waste. 

SPRING YARD WASTE COLLECTION: Week of May 30

REMINDER ABOUT TRASH AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION

PRIVATE COLLECTION
Those who do not live within the trash district must arrange
for trash pick-up with a private hauler approved by the state
Department of Environmental Protection. Trash haulers in
East Rockhill Township must provide both trash and
comingled recycling collection as part of the normal
collection fee. They also must provide at least one collection
each of leaves and garden materials, tree trimmings, and
Christmas trees. The following are known trash haulers
working within the township. A listing here does not imply
an endorsement by East Rockhill Township. If you feel a
company is missing, please contact the township.

States Acts 101 and 140 requires municipalities with more than 5,000 residents to require
every resident to have solid waste collection and participate in a recycling program that

includes leaf and yard waste. The acts also require that all commercial, institutional and
municipal establishments have waste and recycling service that includes leaf and yard waste.

East Rockhill Township is a mandated community and must be in compliance to receive state aid and grant funding.  Residents,
businesses and institutions not in compliance and/or caught illegally dumping are subject to fines and penalties enforced by East
Rockhill Township.

THE EAST ROCKHILL TOWNSHIP 
RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING CENTER 

The Residential Recycling Center is open for all East Rockhill
Township residents.  Located at 1622 N. Ridge Road behind the
municipal building, the center accepts: paper, cardboard, glass
and plastic bottles, and other residential plastics. A yard waste
container is available for non-commercial resident use;
however, during peak times of the year it is often full or being
emptied.  If you plan to come during business hours, the
Township recommends calling ahead. PLEASE, NO LOGS OR
TREE STUMPS. 

SINGLE-HAULER TRASH DISTRICT
The trash district, Pines at Pennridge I & II and Cedarbrook
Crossing, receives trash service through a township-bid single
hauler contract. The current contract is with Allied Waste and
includes weekly collection of trash and recycling and optional
Christmas tree collection and monthly yard waste collection
(pay per bag). The current contract runs through the end of
2011. Allied Waste can be contacted at 215-723-0400.

Allied Waste - 215-723-0400
www.republicservices.com/allied.html

Ches-Mont - 610-584-5450
www.chesmont.com

J.P. Mascaro - 215-721-1600
www.jpmascaro.com

Waste Management
1-800-869-5566
www.wm.com

G&C Waste Services
610-313-9710

www.gcwaste.com

The area’s District Court had its territory expanded recently, increasing the court’s
coverage area to include Trumbauersville Borough and Milford Township.

Effective September 1, 2010, all State Police activity in those two municipalities is now
being handled by the Perkasie District Court.  The move was made to relieve the
Quakertown District Court of covering those communities. With all the apartments,
businesses and shopping centers in the Quakertown-Richland Township area, their court
was overburdened with cases.

As a result of the move, Perkasie Court’s numbers increased 25 percent, from 3,600 cases in 2009 to 4,500 for 2010. The biggest increase,
as anticipated, came in the motor vehicle caseload, which rose from 2,233 cases in 2009 to 3,083 in 2010. “Our veteran and dedicated staff
have been able to handle the increased caseload without problem,” said Judge Baum, now in his sixth year on the job. The Perkasie court
also covers Perkasie and Sellersville boroughs, East and West Rockhill townships and the Bucks County side of Telford Borough.  The district
court is located in the Re-Max building (first floor) at Seventh and Market streets in downtown Perkasie, across from the town clock.

In 2010 the court also saw an increased use of video arraignments, allowing police departments and courts to utilize video technology for
arraigning defendants rather than transporting them back and forth. The change enhances security and allows officers to get back on the
street quicker following arrests.

Increased use of technology will again be a highlight this year, as all Bucks County courts will be converted to a new statewide computer
system in late March.  Additional changes under way will impact the night and weekend on-call system for the county courts, which will
allow for one MDJ court to cover the entire county at certain preset times.  One other change that took place on January 22, 2011 was an
increase in civil lawsuit maximums to be heard by local district judges, from $8,000 to $12,000.

The Perkasie court receives the majority of its citations and criminal complaints from four local police departments: Perkasie Borough
Police, Pennridge Regional Police, Telford Borough Police and Pennsylvania State Police Dublin Barracks. For most citizens, this “grass
roots” level of the commonwealth court system is often the only court that residents will ever encounter.

District judges handle cases in five basic areas: criminal; traffic; non-traffic (such as disorderly conduct, municipal ordinance violations,
state game citations, school truancies, etc.); civil and landlord-tenant lawsuits; and miscellaneous matters such as search warrants, marriages
and emergency protection from abuse orders.

In criminal cases, judges advise defendants of their rights, determine their bail and hold preliminary hearings to determine if cases should
be bound over for trial in county court.

Couples seeking to be married may apply for their marriage license at our court. I was honored to have performed more than 75 marriages
in my courtroom last year.

Our court is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Our telephone number is 215-257-5181 (fax 215-257-5190). No offense—but here’s
hoping we don’t need to see you in court this year!

LOCAL DISTRICT COURT
EXPANDS TERRITORY
By Charles W. Baum, District Judge, 07-2-03

District Justice Charles H. Baum

SELECT PROPERTIES CONDITIONAL USE HEARING UPDATE

Five hearings have been held on Select Properties’ Conditional Use application for its plan to build a 193-unit
development on 65 acres between Old Bethlehem Pike and Hill Road.

A sixth hearing is scheduled for May 26 at Pennridge High School. The developer wants to build 86 single-family
and 107 townhouses on the property.

For more information, including evidence that has been presented at the hearings, visit the township website
(eastrockhilltownship.org).
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East Rockhill Township Contact Information
1622 N. Ridge Road, Perkasie, PA 18944

Telephone: 215-257-9156 • Fax: 215-257-1299 • www.eastrockhilltownship.org
Board of Supervisers:
John R. Cressman, Chair
Gary W. Volovnik, Vice-Chair
Jim C. Nietupski, Member
Meetings:
The Board of Supervisors: Work
Sessions are the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. and Regular
Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Work
Sessions are the 1st Thursday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. and Regular
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board:
meetings are scheduled as needed
UCC Joint Appeal Board: 
Second Wednesday of month 
as needed at 7 p.m.
Recreation Committee:
4th Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m., as needed

Administrative Staff:
Township Manager: Anne W. Klepfer
Township Secretary/Treasurer: 

Anne W. Klepfer
Assistant to the Manager:

Marianne K. Morano
Building Inspector & Zoning Officer:

Michael Gardner
Public Works Director: Jeff Scholl
Email Addresses:
staff@eastrockhilltownship.org
inspector@eastrockhilltownship.org
works@eastrockhilltownship.org
manager@eastrockhilltownship.org

Pennridge Regional Police
Department:
1027 Ridge Road
Sellersville, PA 18960
Non Emergency Telephone:
215-257-5104
Emergency Telephone: 911
Tax Collector: Kathleen Percetti;
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 68, Perkasie, PA 18944
Telephone: 215-453-8866
Office Address: 2037 Hill Road,
Sellersville, PA 18960

Administrative Office: Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm,
215-257-9156
Road and Public Services: Monday
through Friday from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm,
215-257-9156

Building and Zoning: Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
215-257-9156
Police Emergency: 24 Hours – 911
Police Non-Emergency: 215-257-5104
Fire Emergency: 911
Tax Collector: 215-453-8866

• Subdivision • Storm Drainage
• Site Development
• Floodplain Analysis
• Railroad Engineer ing
• Highway & Br idge Design

211 West Broad Street
Q uaker town, PA  18951

TEL:  (215) 536-7336
FA X:  (215) 536-5361

C. Robert Wynn, P.E.
President

CRESSMAN TO LEAVE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (continued from cover)

Preserving open space has been one of Cressman’s top priorities. Along with the late Willard Markey, Cressman put together a
comprehensive open space preservation plan 25 years ago that allowed East Rockhill to become the first municipality to tap into
Bucks County’s Open Space Fund. “That spirit has continued,” he said. “We’ve worked hard to preserve a goodly amount of land
in the township. In the beginning we made the mistake of thinking we had to own everything. We can conserve land and leave it
in private ownership.” Cressman said he hopes Township residents will remember him as an official who listened carefully to their
thoughts and suggestions before making decisions.  “I’ve always tried to make things work for people,” he said. “I tried to give
them solutions.”

Describing him as “a big brother who helps keep me in line most of the time,” Supervisor Gary Volovnik said Cressman typically
approached each township issue with one or more questions: “How do we get this done?” “How do we help?” and “Tell me what
we need to do.” 

BRIDGE
RENOVATION
COMPLETE

Workers this spring wrapped up the Sheard’s Mill
Bridge makeover. Township officials hoped to

repair some of the deteriorating walls of the bridge, plus
apply a fire-retardant material. But because the bids
came in under budget, all of the wooden walls will be
replaced. 

Situated on the border between East Rockhill and
Haycock Townships, the bridge crosses Tohickon Creek
just up stream from Lake Nockamixon. Built in 1835 the
bridge was named after David Sheard, owner of the
nearby mill.

Sheard’s Mill Bridge Renovated

OFFICE HOURS & PHONE NUMBERS

The third application to the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection was

successful!  East Rockhill Township’s persistence
was rewarded with a Growing Greener grant for
$88,250 for the redesign and reconstruction of the
5th Street Stormwater Basin. An additional
matching grant of $32,750 from the Bucks County
Open Space Program was endorsed by the Bucks
County Open Space Board.  

The project consists of re-designing and
reconstructing, to current DEP Best Management
Design Standards, an existing storm water
management detention basin located in open space
that was dedicated to East Rockhill Township when
the Pines at Pennridge II was developed in 1996.   

The proposed project will deliver a redesigned
and constructed detention basin with constructed
wetlands consistent with DEP design standards.
The new basin will be planted with native vegetation to provide a
diverse ecosystem designed to treat storm water runoff.  A nature
viewing station will be created to provide access to environmental
science students and the public.

The goal of the project is to reduce and mitigate non-point
pollution from salts and sediments from public streets and fertilizers,
herbicides and pesticides from residential and agricultural areas

within the contributing drainage area that drain
from the basin into the East Branch of the Perkiomen
Creek.   Studies show that properly designed wet
detention basins can remove 80 percent of the
suspended solids in suburban run-off.  Additionally,
the potential for groundwater recharge will be
enhanced and flood mitigation along the East Branch
of the Perkiomen Creek will be improved.    

The project will reduce the amount of annual
mowing and maintenance needed and will provide
visual contrast in the landscape as well.   Healthy
naturalized systems provide habitat to many
mosquito predators including Dragonflies,
Damselflies, Water Striders, Backswimmers and
Predacious Diving Beetles.   Also, eliminating regular
mowing of the edge of the basin for a minimum of
5-10 feet and allowing vegetation to grow to a height
of 24-30 inches is recommended not only because
the vegetation acts like a filter reducing nutrients

and other pollutants, but also because the vegetation will deter use of
the facility by unwanted geese through the physical and visual
barrier.   

For more information on stormwater management please visit the
East Rockhill Township Stormwater Management page at
http://www.eastrockhilltownship.org/stormwater.html.

Growing Greener Grant Received  

CURRENT CONDITIONS

MATURE OUTCOME

All municipalities in Bucks County, including East Rockhill Township, are reviewing draft panels for the
updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs). These maps are developed by FEMA/ Department of Homeland

Security using available information from Flood Insurance studies, USGS topographic information and other
hydrologic studies to describe and delineate flood zones in the township. This information will be used to
determine areas where development is restricted, and properties that may need – or no longer need -- flood
insurance.

Updating these flood maps is a lengthy process involving technical review of the areas around streams, review and comment by citizens
and municipalities, and the adoption of the new maps as part of an amendment of the Township’s Floodplain Ordinance. FEMA officials
are estimating that the new floodplain map and ordinance will not be finally adopted until late 2011 or early 2012.

East Rockhill Township will have a copy of a map with both the current floodplain and the proposed floodplain shown. The Township
will also have contact information and a CD with information about the federal Flood Insurance Program available at the municipal building.

Coming Soon - New Floodplain Mapping



Bernard Suess
Funeral Home, Inc.
606 Arch Street, Perkasie, PA

215-257-2144

Jeffery F. Gahman, Supervisor
Bernard H. Suess, Funeral Director

Stephen L. Reutlinger, Funeral Director

Funeral Pre-Planning & Pre-Financing
Cremation Services & Casket Selection Room

Considerate, Respectful and Honest
Service When You Need It The Most

An individual with a neurologic impairment,
especially a traumatic brain injury, is the focus of

Success Rehabilitation’s programs.

Our goal is to help clients obtain a realistic, 
maximum level of independent functioning in the

least restrictive community environment ~ one that
advances individual productivity and well-being.
Success Rehabilitation’s CARF-accredited, 
cost-effective brain injury programs include:
• Residential Rehabilitation
• Long-term Residential Rehabilitation
• Vocational Services
For the rehabilitation needs of your clients with  a 
traumatic brain injury, call:

Phone 215.538.3488 • Fax 215.538.8692
email: success@successrehab.com

web: www.successrehab.com

5666 Clymer Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

$100 OFF
($1000 or more)

Present coupon before repairs.
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 9/15/11.

$50 Gas Card
(FOR ANY INSURANCE REPAIR)

Present coupon before repairs.
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 9/15/11.

A Complete Tree and Landscaping Service
FULLY INSURED • REASONABLE RATES

215-257-7650
126 Reller Road • Green Lane, PA 18054

STEPHEN REDDING
Arborist

www.happytreeltd.com PICK UP OR DELIVERY  Monday~Saturday  Sellersville
Our Professional Uniformed Staff Working For You Since 1985!

HOMEOWNERS ~ LANDSCAPERS ~ COMMERCIAL ~ MUNICIPAL

TOPSOILTOPSOIL

215-453-9900

~ Screened or Course 
~ Fill Dirt 
~ Mushroom Soil
~ Mushroom Soil Mix 
~ Landscape Products

~ Deco Stone
~ Driveway Stone 
~ 5 Varieties of Mulch
~ Estimating

www.jktopsoil.com

10% OFF orders
of 5 yards or more!

Present at delivery. 
Expires 12.15.11

Care & Share
Thrift  Shoppes
“Where every purchase 
is a gift to the world.”

www.careandshareshoppes.org

Clothing • Furniture • Variety • Books • Outlet

783 Route 113
Souderton Center

Souderton, PA

215-723-0315
Hours: Mon-Thu 10-5

Fri 10-8 • Sat 10-5

FREE
Furniture
Donation
Pickups!

Call

about

McELHARES SERVICE CENTER
215-257-2726
93 S. Main St.

(Main & Park Ave.)
Sellersville, PA 18960

Hunter Four Wheel Alignment • Inspections
New Emissions • General Repairs

Brakes • Mastercraft Tires & Most Major Brands 

Since 1956 Auto Repair
Service

Mastercraft Tires
Birthday Parties ~ Ladies Nights ~ Summer Camps

215-257-2632
214 S. 4th Street, Unit #1, Perkasie, PA 18944

www.stardustceramics.com • stardustceramics@aol.com

PAINT YOUR OWN 
POTTERY STUDIO

Bolton’s Farm Market
RAISED ON OUR FARM    ALL NATURAL

www.boltonfarmmarket.com
Route 113, Silverdale, PA 18962     215-257-6047

TURKEYS    CHICKEN
BEEF

TURKEY PRODUCTS
QUALITY PRODUCE 

IN SEASON

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 6:00
Sat 9:30 - 5:00
Closed Sundays
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Thank You To The Businesses
This publication is made available through the generous advertising sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout our newsletter.

We wish to encourage your patronage of these establishments; they play a substantial role in the economic vitality of our community.

This Community Newsletter is produced for the
East Rockhill Township by Hometown Press

215.257.1500 • All rights reserved®

To Place An Ad Call Denise At Hometown Press • 267-966-1338 • DeniseOfHTP@yahoo.com
Content provided by SHADYWOOD COMMUNICATIONS • 267-772-0740

CONTEMPORARY GARDEN SUPPLY

401 EAST CALLOWHILL STREET • PERKASIE • 215-453-0900

FREE

DESIGN

Full Installation of Landscaping, Hardscaping & Ponds

GET MORE VALUE
FOR YOUR MONEY!

Allied Waste offers TWICE A WEEK
trash collection in 

Bucks & Montgomery Counties

NEW Online Payment Options! Sign up TODAY to pay your bill on line & receive
ONE MONTH FREE!

Go Paperless & Go Green! Call 21.723.0400 to Learn How It works!

www.Alliedwastebucksmont.com

Sign up for 

On-Line Bill Pay

and SAVE!

EXCELLENT
QUALITY AT

REASONABLE
PRICES

Open 7 Days
a Week

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm

Sat: 8am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

EXCELLENT
QUALITY AT

REASONABLE
PRICES

Open 7 Days
a Week

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm

Sat: 8am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

87 NORTH MAIN STREET

SELLERSVILLE, PA 18960
(215) 257-4622

www.steeleyfuneralhome.com

When John Cressman was elected to the Board of Supervisors in 1987, the Township road crew
owned exactly one truck  “We depended on a lot of outside contractors,” recalled Cressman,

who recently announced he would not seek re-election to another six-year term on the board. “There
were no standards as far as how we did things. Everyone just did what they thought was right.”

During Cressman’s tenure, the township has come a long way, not just by expanding its fleet of
vehicles but in putting together a municipal infrastructure that is efficient in the face of economic
challenges while remaining responsive to the needs of residents. “I’m proud of the fact that we have
a good, functioning township,” said Cressman. 

Ever since he drew the top spot on the ballot the first time he ran against Ed Charles, Cressman
says he has tried to represent the best interests of all township residents. A strong proponent of
preserving the Mood’s Covered Bridge after it was damaged by a truck, vandalized by arsonists,
Cressman says he knows some people are still upset by the decision to make Blooming Glen Road
one-way.  “But we haven’t had any accidents since then,” he said with a chuckle. 

continued on page 3

Police Station Building Update

Despite setbacks caused by harsh winter weather, the new headquarters for the Pennridge Regional
Police Department is on target for an October completion. “It’s coming together,” said Project

Manager Ben Botti.

Located on three acres along Ridge Road next to the Comcast building in West Rockhill, the
7,500-square-foot facility will feature secure jail cells, ample storage, updated technology and an
environmentally friendly geothermal heating system.

For the past decade, the department has operated out of a converted farmhouse and adjacent modular
trailer. Officers often take prisoners to neighboring Perkasie for processing because the farmhouse does
not have a secure holding cell. Pennridge Regional police patrol East and West Rockhill, and its
three-member police commission is comprised of supervisors from both municipalities.

As of mid-April, the
basement had been dug and
concrete footings poured. The
building itself is modular and
is being constructed off-site.
Botti said he expects delivery
in late May or early June.

"There's a solid need for a
new building; the old farmhouse
is not adequate to run a proper
police department," said East
Rockhill Supervisor Jim
Nietupski, who serves on the
police commission. "After eight
years in the planning, this
project is now a reality."

Workers are prepping the site for the 
Pennridge Regional Police Department’s new headquarters.

AFTER 24 YEARS, CRESSMAN TO LEAVE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

John Cressman
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